
REVIEW OF THE YEAR – MRS CONNOR 
In keeping with the theme of all of our services, this newsletter is a cause to reflect and give 
thanks for another extremely busy and successful year in Baildon. 
 
As a school within the Diocese of Leeds, we have implemented fully the Understanding 
Christianity scheme this year and are delighted with the progress which the children have made 
throughout school. In the course of the year, Governors undertook a revisioning exercise with 
staff and our religious advisor and the new vision was introduced to school in January : 
In our school, we celebrate being part of God’s family where all respect themselves, 
others and the world around them. Our vision is to develop a safe, caring community of 
inspired, resilient lifelong learners with a spirit of curiosity, enabling them to flourish in 
an ever changing world.   
We have also chosen a Bible quote to underpin all our work: 
Jeremiah: The Lord says for I know the plans I have for you…plans to give you hope and 

a future. 

Canon Sandra has led a number of Services this year, including Blessing for the School Year, 

Harvest, Christmas and Easter, in addition to Communion services which are offered regularly to 

staff and some children. We used the theme of Peace in the Autumn term to tie in with the 

commemoration of the centenary of the end of WW1. We were delighted to welcome Right Rev 

Nick Baines, Bishop of Leeds to school on 8th November to lead our Service and then to bless 

the Peace Garden. On Wednesday, we held a special service of thanksgiving for our Year 6 

children who leave us today and we closed our year with two services of thanksgiving this 

morning. 

We are extremely proud of our curriculum and particularly the depth of coverage of PE and the 
Arts which we evaluate as real strengths. Our Gold Artsmark, our membership of the Music 
Hub and Platinum Sports Mark are all testament to these strengths. Once more this year, our 
curriculum offer has been supported by a large number of visits and visitors to school where 
staff have worked tirelessly to create interesting and stimulating activities to engage the pupils. 
Our two residentials in Year 4 and Year 6 continue to be highlights for many of our children and 
opportunities where they conquer many fears! Our love of all things Shakespeare has continued 
this year and some of our children have been involved in a number of very memorable 
experiences. In December, a number of children joined a touring Shakespeare company for a 
scene in ‘A Comedy of Errors’ and, in June, 30 of our children were involved in a ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ production in Salts Mill as part of the RSC (Royal Shakespeare Company) Playmaking 
Festival. Following this, 2 children were chosen to attend a workshop in Stratford which was a 
huge honour and thoroughly enjoyed by the children. Both Miss Melvin and Mrs Adams have 
been heralded by the RSC as leading practitioners within the Shakespeare in Schools Project and 
we have welcomed numerous people to school to observe their work with the children.  In light 
of the changes to the Ofsted Schedule, we have undertaken a review of our curriculum and Mr 
Van Der Gucht, who leads on the curriculum, has spent many hours working with staff on the 
topics for next year. Alongside these changes, we have also identified a number of new visits 
which are currently being organised.  
 
It would be impossible to list the amount of sporting, musical and other extra-curricular 
opportunities which has been on offer this year. The impact of the extra- curricular sports clubs 
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can be evidenced in the trophy cabinet and in the details of the number of children who have 
competed in competitions including gym, tennis, rugby, Boccia, football, golf, orienteering, 
athletics, cross country, cricket and Dragonboat. There have been some very significant 
successes this year; Bradford and West Yorkshire Champions in Rugby, Bradford Champions at 
Sportshall Athletics and 4thin West Yorkshire, Bradford Champions at Boccia and Tri Golf and 
3rd in West Yorkshire, Bradford Champions at U9 Orienteering, Bradford and West Yorkshire 
Champions at U9 Boys Cross Country with many runner up positions in other sports. For the 
third year in a row, we were finalists in the Active Schools Award at the Active Bradford where, 
this year, we were nominated in 4 different categories- Active School, Active Team, Active 
Workplace and 2 teachers nominated for teacher’s outstanding contribution. On the night, we 
emerged victorious in three of the categories winning Active School, Active Workplace and Mr 
Holliday won the Teacher of the year with Mr Van Der Gucht a runner up. This year, the 
children performed in a massed choir at St George’s Hall at the Schools Prom which was a real 
privilege to attend. Once more, we have had music concerts at Christmas and our end of year 
concert in July. On both occasions, children performed to packed audiences in the afternoon and 
evening. These events really showcase and capture the depth, strength and quality of music in the 
school.  
 
One area of school which continues to grow in strength is pupil leadership and it is great to see 
children leading on all the councils, liaising with external visitors, leading clubs and supporting 
children as House Champions, buddies and playground helpers. All these experiences are 
fantastic opportunities for children to develop their independence and confidence and it is great 
to see the number of children who volunteer and rise to the opportunities provided. 
 
Parents will appreciate, that, due to lack of space, it is not possible to invite parents in to school 
en masse but we have continued to look for ways to develop our partnership and offer 
opportunities so that you can see for yourselves what is going on. The appeal of our ‘Parents to 
Dinner’ event continues to attract huge numbers and is enormously popular with parents, many 
who welcome the opportunity to sample our brilliant food as well as the opportunity to spend 
time with their children. 
‘I’ve been so looking forward to trying the famous curry- not disappointed! Many thanks- it’s such a lovely 
opportunity and the food is outstanding’  Reception Parent June 2019 
We have also continued with our meetings in advance of Residentials, Curriculum Evenings for  
Phonics, Early Reading and Maths and  KS1 and KS2 Sats Information Sessions. Alongside the 
Stay and Play sessions in Nursery and Reception, this year saw the introduction of Stay and 
Learn sessions in Phonics in Year 1 where the children enjoyed teaching their parents! We were 
absolutely delighted with our Open Day in April (a new initiative). The purpose of which was to 
showcase some of the wonderful work in school and also to offer parents an opportunity to see 
the school in operation. Feedback for this was overwhelmingly positive and we plan to hold a 
similar event next year. 
An excellent opportunity to see the premises, teachers and whole school in action. Thank you for your time, in 
what must be a very busy day. It was a real privilege to be here today. Macbeth was amazing! Well- rehearsed and 
full of feeling. Hope you do it again for other parents too. Thank you.  Open Day Feedback April 2019 
I am grateful to parents for their support of these sessions but also to the teachers for organising 
them. I am also appreciative of your support at Religious Services, on trips and at sporting 
events. 
 
One group of parents who deserve special mention are the parents in the PTFA who work 
tirelessly and voluntarily for the good of the school and the children. In addition to the Advent 
and Summer Fairs, a Welcome Coffee Morning and Book Fair, this year we also saw the 
introduction of the highly popular and successful Pyjama Nights for both KS1 and KS2. In 
addition they have organised raffles and all the bun sales for which we are extremely grateful to 
them for their time and commitment. The Summer Fair, held last week, and which raised a 
fantastic £3700 was, once more, a tremendous affair and the atmosphere was wonderful with a 
great community feel to the event. I am grateful to the huge amount of planning and organising 



which goes on behind the scenes of all events to make these possible. The money raised by the 
PTFA has been used this year to support trips throughout school, the Year 6 residential and ….   
 
 
Our work as a Teaching School, Eden CE Teaching School Alliance, has provided a large 
number of opportunities for our leaders this year to lead training, be observed in lessons and 
support staff in other schools. Not only has the work provided professional development 
opportunities, it has been a valuable source of income for the school.  
 
We are delighted that we have been able to undertake a considerable amount of school 
improvements to the building and grounds this year, due partially to the additional funding from 
the Teaching School. In Summer 2018, the second part of our roof was refurbished and work is 
due to start next week on the third and final part. We replaced the Key Stage 1 playground in the 
Spring and also had our hall decorated and new curtains installed. Our Early Years classrooms 
also received a much needed redecoration and new carpets in Spring and this has made a huge 
difference. In addition to the work on the roof, we are also having our Computing suite updated 
and new computers installed in the holidays.  
 
With regard to standards, we are delighted with the results achieved by our children at all stages, 
Reception, Phonics in Year 1, Year 2 Sats and Year 6 Sats. Results in Year 2 and Year 6 Sats 
have been particularly pleasing as they all show an improvement on previous years and some of 
them are considerably higher than National averages.  
 
Attendance- We are delighted that, with a recorded attendance of 96.63%, we exceeded our 
attendance target of 96% this year and we thank you for your support in sending children to 
school.  
Special congratulations to the 32 children who have had 100% attendance since September 2018 
and the 190 children who received our excellent award for having 98% + attendance. 
Congratulations to Y2D who, with 97.59% attendance over the year, won the award for the class 
with the highest attendance. Can we remind parents that holidays in term time are only 
authorised under very special circumstances. 
 
Summer Learning Challenge - Miss Melvin launched the Summer Learning Challenge at 
assembly on Wednesday and all parents should have received the information about it. Our 

Summer Learning Challenge is designed to provide pupils with learning experiences throughout the 
holidays, to aid their knowledge across the curriculum and recognise the importance of ‘keeping learning 
hot’. 

Pupils are asked to record any learning activity they do during the holidays, along with the date 
and a signature from an adult. The three Kindle Fires (which are the prizes) have already arrived 
so we look forward to seeing your entries to school by 6th September. 
 
Healthy Schools Week was, without a doubt, another fantastic week, with a huge variety of fun 
packed activities on offer to all children from Nursery to Year 6. It was a real delight to witness 
the sheer enthusiasm and enjoyment on the faces of the children as they challenged themselves 
on climbing walls, jumped with pure excitement on total wipeout, hovered on hovercrafts and 
sailed down the water slide on dinghies which was a clear hit with children and staff alike. Many 
thanks to the staff who organised the week and in particular to Mr Holliday and Mr Holmes who 
liaised with Baildon Recreation and put in many hours devising timetables etc. Many thanks to all 
who have sent in sponsorship money which, as has been indicated previously, is used to fund 
next year’s Healthy Schools Week. To date we have now banked £3121 which will be used to 
fund the activities for next year.  Alongside the activities outside, many children had First Aid 
Sessions, mental health and wellbeing lessons as well as sharing important messages about 
preserving the environment.  
 



Sports Day – Thank you to everyone who managed to join us on Monday for our Sports Day 
events which were very well received by our pupils. Thanks to Nathan for his fabulous pizzas 
which definitely got the thumbs up from those who sampled them. Huge thanks also to Mr 
Greenhalgh who planned and directed the events. On the day, Sapphire House won the EYFS 
and KS1 event, Emerald House won the KS2 Event and Gold House won the Round Robin 
event on Tuesday resulting in Sapphire winning Sports Day overall. 
 
Baildon Carnival- This was the first year that we have taken an active part in the Carnival and 
was judged a great success. Thank you to Mrs Smith who co-ordinated the Carnival parade and 
who looked very ‘spacelike’ in her outfit! Thank you to all the parents who kitted out children in 
fantastic outfits and congratulations to Zac S from Reception on winning the prize for his outfit. 
Thanks also to the School Council who, with Miss Patterson and Mrs Dobson, manned the 
Teddy Stall which raised a fantastic £200. 
 
Breakfast Club - We are delighted that we have managed to keep the cost of Breakfast Club 
and dinners the same as this year:  
Breakfast club will cost £3.50 a session without breakfast in September and £4 a session with 
breakfast. 
Parents are reminded that if children are attending the club from September, that new 
registration forms need to be completed. These can be found at https://baildonce.co.uk/virtual-
office/breakfast-club-funtastic/ 
 
School Dinners- The price of a school dinner will, once more, be £1.90 from September. 
Cost for a week : £9.50 
Cost for the term: 3rd September to 25th October is £74.10 
 
Star of the Year  
Congratulations to the following children who have been awarded certificates for being Star of 
the Year in their respective classes: 
Nursery   Joseph D 
Reception Max I, Georgia A  
Year 1 Penny P-H, Aashir I 
Year 2 Archie S, Ewan B 
Year 3 Lily W, Lilly B 
Year 4 Lily P, Isabella V 
Year 5 Charlie C, Toby A 
Year 6 Megan J, Katie J. 
 
Congratulations to Jack H and Imogen C from Year 6 who were awarded the Sportsman and 
Sportswoman of the Year Award and to Olivia L and Katie J who were awarded the Musician of 
the Year Awards. 
 
We have been notified this week that the Fluoride Varnishing Project will not be continuing in 
school next year. 
 
Looking ahead- 2019-2020 
Following a review of results and standards across school, we have identified that Reading, 
Phonics and Spelling will be priorities in school. Any additional support with reading and 
spelling over the holidays would support all children. The development of our curriculum will 
also be a priority in 2019-2020. The speed of recall of mental arithmetic facts is identified as a 
key priority in Maths.  We will be continuing our emphasis on the learning characteristics which 
we introduced this year to further develop our children as resilient, lifelong learners. 
 
Many of the dates for 2019-2020, including productions, dinner dates for parents, consultations 
and many school trips,  have been identified but there are a few outstanding dates so we will 
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finalise the calendar and distribute on our return in September. Dates which have been finalised 
for September: 
School Opens for Pupils  3rd Sept 
Opening Service    5th Sept 
Welcome to your child’s curriculum 12th Sept 
U11 Football    16th Sept and 18th Sept   
U11 Girls Football   23rd September 
Year 2 Seaside Trip   27th September  
Year 6 Parents to Dinner   27th September 
   
Please can I draw attention to our annual ‘Welcome to Your Child’s Curriculum evening’ which 
will take place on Wednesday 12th September. We will be changing our approach to some of 
the subjects in school in September and we hope that you, like us,  will recognise that this as an 
important opportunity to set the scene for the year.  We hope that you will put this date in your 
diary – further details of this will be sent out on the first week back. 
 
School holidays 
Please find below the agreed term dates for the academic year 2019-2020 and also for 2020-2020 
which Governors finalised last week. 

 
2019-2020 

Tuesday 3rd Sept 2019 School Opens 
Friday 25th Oct 2019 School Closes 

 
OCTOBER HALF TERM 

Monday 4th Nov 2019 School Opens 
Monday 25th Nov 2019- School closed to pupils – Teacher Training Day 

Friday 20th Dec 2019 School Closes 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

 
Monday 6th January 2020 School Opens 

Friday 14th February 2020 School Closes 
FEBRUARY HALF TERM 

 
Monday 24th Feb 2020 School Opens 

Friday 3rd April 2020 School Closes 
EASTER HOLIDAY 

 
Monday 20th April 2020 School Opens 

Friday 8th May 2020 Bank Holiday 
Friday 22nd May 2020 School Closes 

SPRING BANK 
 

Monday 8th June 2020 School Opens 
Wednesday 22nd July 2020 School Closes 

 
2020-2021 

Thursday 3rd September 2020 School Opens 
Friday 23rd  October 2020 School Closes 

OCTOBER HALF TERM 
 

Monday 2nd  November 2020 School Opens 
Friday 18th    December 2020 School Closes 

 CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 
 



Monday 4th January 2021 School Opens 
Friday 12th  February 2021 School Closes 

FEBRUARY HALF TERM 
 

Monday 22nd February 2021  School Opens 
Friday 26th March 2021     School Closes 

EASTER HOLIDAY 
 

Monday 12th April 2021  School Opens 
Monday 3rd   May 2021   BANK HOLIDAY 

Friday 21st   May 2021   School Closes  * 
SPRING BANK HOLIDAY 

 
Monday 7th  June 2021   School Opens 
Thursday 22nd  July 2021       School Closes 

 
*Please note that, whilst we will have a fortnight in 2021, the first week will precede the normal 
Half term holiday. 
 
Goodbye and good luck – Yesterday, we said goodbye and good luck to Mrs Ransom and, 
today, we say goodbye and good luck to Mrs Hornby. We thank them for their contribution to 
life at Baildon. We also say goodbye and good luck to all our Year 6 children who are leaving to 
start in their new schools in September.  We have a number of children from classes throughout 
school moving to new schools and we wish them all the best.  We also give our thanks to Mrs 
Rogers who is standing down from the Governing Body. To all who are moving on and to all 
who are returning, we wish you a safe and relaxing holiday.  
 
Thanks - As the year ends, it is an ideal opportunity to thank the huge amount of people who 
help our school in a wide number of ways. Thanks, first and foremost, to the huge staff team 
who make Baildon the school that it is – our cleaners, our Caretaker, our Chef, our Breakfast 
Club staff, our Lunchtime Supervisors, Our Office Staff, Our Support Staff and Teaching Staff. 
It is a privilege to work with such a dedicated and hardworking staff who work tirelessly for the 
school. Thanks, also, to the children who make this school all that it is with their positive attitude 
and behaviour. I am also very grateful to a number of people who regularly come into school to 
support children with reading and those who help in the grounds. Thanks also to the parents 
who have supported children on trips and also with the huge number of sporting events which 
have taken place this year. The PTFA are a very dedicated group of parents who work solidly all 
year baking, fundraising and organising events and for this I am very thankful. Our Governors 
are a voluntary group of people who give freely of their time to support us, challenge us and to 
ensure that we are compliant in so many ways and for this I am grateful. Special thanks to Canon 
Sandra for her invaluable help in supporting and guiding the faith life of the school. 
 
Sincere thanks from the whole staff to everyone for the lovely cards, gifts, emails and 
handwritten notes which are very much appreciated. Thank you also to the families who have 
made generous donations to school.  
 
As we finish this school year, we know that September will bring with it its own new challenges, 
I pray that we all have a safe and relaxing holiday so that, whether we are returning to Baildon in 
September or starting in new schools, we will have the renewed vigour to face those 
eventualities. 
 
 
 


