
 
 

Baildon Church of England Primary School 
and Nursery 

 
HOMEWORK POLICY         
This policy is currently under review by Governors. 
 

 
1. Introduction 
 

This policy outlines the purpose and nature of the school’s homework policy.  Homework 
refers to any work or activities which pupils are asked to do outside lesson time that 
contributes to their learning. 

 
The school believes in developing an effective partnership between school and parents in 
pursuing the aims of the school.  This policy is in line with the School’s Mission Statement, 
and is the consensus of opinion of the whole teaching staff.  The implementation of this 
policy is the responsibility of the teaching staff and the parents in partnership. 

 
2. Aims and Objectives 
 
 Through this policy we aim to: 
 
2.1 Ensure consistency of approach throughout the school. 
 
2.2 Ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility. 
 
2.3 Ensure the needs of the individual pupil are taken into account. 
 
2.4 Extend and support the learning done in school through reinforcement and revision. 
 
2.5 Provide opportunities for parents, pupils and school to work in partnership. 
 
2.6 Provide opportunities for parents and pupils to work together to enjoy purposeful 

learning experiences. 
 
2.7 Encourage children to develop long term strategies for future study needs at secondary 

school and beyond. 
 
3. Implementation 
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3.1 There should be a consistent approach throughout school with clear guidance for 
teachers, pupils and parents as to what is expected of them in each year group.  A 
reading diary is used in EYFS2 to communicate homework with parents and to 
feedback how children have worked on the homework set. A homework diary is used 
for all children from Year 1 to aid communication between home and school and to 
allow for expansion of expected homework tasks. 

 
3.2 Classteachers and parents will sign the homework diary weekly to indicate that they 

have monitored the work undertaken at home.  Comments are welcome and maintain a 
dialogue between home and school. 

 
3.3 Work set should follow a regular pattern so that everyone knows what is expected – 

Regular reading, weekly phonics/spelling practice in addition to English exercises linked 
to punctuation, grammar and composition. Maths linked to the new curriculum as well 
as to improving the recall of times tables and division facts and non negotiables. 
Research activities linked to the creative curriculum each half term. 

 
3.4 Work set will be pitched appropriately and link to the new curriculum. Teachers will 

give clear feedback to the children on the work through marking, discussion, or testing. 
This may be communicated to parents in the homework diary where appropriate. 

 
3.5 The workload must be kept manageable for teachers, and tasks should be varied to take 

this into account.  There will be times when no homework will be set e.g. Assessment 
week or in school holidays. 

 
3.6 Parents need to be aware of the importance of their role in supporting and encouraging 

their children and being involved in the partnership with school. 
 
3.7 The needs of individual pupils will be taken into account.  Therefore homework tasks 

will be differentiated to match individual needs. 
 
Recommended Time Allocation for Homework 
 

Year 
group 
 

Guidance 
on Time 

These are examples of the type of activities children may be asked 
to complete. 

Reception 1 hour 
per week 

Reading on a daily basis, involving being read to, retelling the 
story, predicting what might happen in a story and questioning to 
elicit comprehension. Weekly phonics activities related to Letters 
and Sounds Phonic Program, which may involve high frequency 
word recognition or tricky word recognition. Maths challenges are 
also sent home on a weekly basis. Each half term children may be 
asked to find out more about the focussed topic for that half term. 
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Years 1 
and 2 

1 hour 
per  week 

Reading on a daily basis, involving being read to, retelling the 
story, predicting what might happen in a story and questioning to 
elicit comprehension. In Year 1 weekly spelling practice is linked 
to phonics work undertaken during that week. In Year 2 weekly 
spelling practice for a test is linked to phonics work undertaken 
during that week involving recognising patterns in the spellings 
and incorporating spellings in sentences. Children regularly work 
to improve the recall of times tables and division facts as well as 
non negotiables. Maths challenges are also sent home on a weekly 
basis. Each half term children may be asked to find out more 
about the focussed topic for that half term. 

Years 3 
and 4 

1.5 hours 
per week 
plus 
reading 
time 

Regular reading involving questioning to elicit comprehension. 
Weekly spelling practice, involving recognising patterns in the 
spellings and possibly incorporating spellings in sentences. Weekly 
English exercises linked to punctuation, grammar and composition 
relevant to the particular year group of the particular child. Weekly 
work to improve the recall of times tables and division facts as well 
as non negotiables. Weekly Maths linked to the new curriculum 
relevant to the particular year group of the child. Research 
activities linked to the creative curriculum may be given each half 
term. 

Years 5 
and 6 

2 hours 
per week 
plus 
reading 
time 
 

Regular reading on a daily basis involving questioning to elicit 
comprehension. Weekly spelling practice, involving recognising 
patterns in the spellings and incorporating spellings in sentences. 
Weekly work to improve the recall of times tables and division 
facts as well as non negotiables. Weekly English exercises linked to 
punctuation, grammar and composition relevant to the particular 
year group of the particular child. Weekly Maths linked to the new 
curriculum relevant to the particular year group of the child. 
Research activities linked to the creative curriculum may be given 
each half term. 

 
We normally give a number of days or even a week to complete the homework to allow 
flexibility.  We aim to mark and respond to homework regularly in a way that is helpful to 
pupils.  We try to make sure that instructions concerning homework are clear to everyone in 
the class and pupils have time to write down what is expected. 
 
4. Role of Parents 
 
We recognise the importance of reading on a daily basis from the very earliest school days 

through to Year 6, so that children develop a love for reading. We encourage parents to read 
to their children, talk and listen and share books as well as practise spellings, multiplication 
and division facts and non-negotiables. 

 Check that homework details are filled in clearly and regularly in the homework diary 
and then you sign the diary each week. 

 Help your child to organise their time, so that the work is not all left to the last minute. 
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 Try to make sure that there is a quiet space at home for your child to work. 

 Take a positive and active interest in your child’s work at home. 

 Communicate any difficulties with completing the work in your child’s homework diary. 
 
5. Sanctions 
 

 In Foundation Stage and KS1 all homework is voluntary.  Children will not be punished 
for non-completion of homework. 

 In KS2 homework is an expectation.  Where homework is not completed the teacher 
may:- 

-discuss the reasons with the pupil and give additional time where appropriate. 
-instruct child to complete work at morning break time. 
-instruct child to attend homework club on Wednesday lunchtimes.  
-contact parents. 

 
6. Monitoring 
 
The policy will be regularly monitored by the School Management Team and evaluated to 
ensure that pupil’s learning is being supported in the way most appropriate to their individual 
needs. 
 
7. Review 
 
 
Mr M Holmes:  __________________ Deputy Headteacher 
 
Approved by the Governors:  ___________________Date:______________ 
 


