
RELIGIOUS NEWS 
Even though most of us are not in school, we have now replaced the purple cloths of Lent with 
white and gold to reflect the season of Eastertide which lasts for 50 days until Pentecost. In 
celebration of the joyful nature of the season, we have now decorated our Lenten Cross with 
flowers which the children have made. Our background has also been beautifully decorated with 
butterflies to symbolise the new life which Christians celebrate at this time. We have also decorated 
our Peace Garden Cross in a similar manner. 
 

God of glory, 
by the raising of your Son 

you have broken the chains of death and hell: 
fill your Church with faith and hope; 

for a new day has dawned 
and the way to life stands open 

in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
ACHIEVER OF THE WEEK  
Congratulations to the following children who should receive their certificates by email: 
Nursery Lucy T – for a whole array of fantastic work she has been sending us via the VLE. She has really 
impressed us with her phonics skills. Well done, Lucy.   
FS2Q Eliza H– For your excellent rainbow picture you made for the new Nightingale Hospital 
in London.  Well done Eliza!  
FS2M Mabel J- for taking great care over her Easter decorations.  It was lovely to see your photograph. 
Well done!  
Y1P Archie Dennison- for his brilliantly decorated hardboiled egg for Easter 
Y1S Joshua Pitts – for all the excellent work done this week and for his act of kindness in making scones 
and cards for elderly neighbours. Well done! 
Y2D Sam Darnbrook- For going above and beyond in ensuring he is experiencing a wider curriculum.  
Great dancing! 
Y2F Tallulah McCarthy- For impressing me with all the Easter crafts & activities that she has been doing. 
I especially liked the Easter trail she made for her sister 
Y3W Ava H for her excellent Sally the Spider book. It was evident that she really enjoyed creating it. Well 
done Ava!  
Y3FH Hana W for all the excellent work she has been doing at home, especially her keep safe t-
shirt which she designed herself.   
Y4AW Spencer B – For completing a project about pandas, after watching them on the live cameras at 
Edinburgh Zoo.   
Y4M Waleed for his short story extracts he shares on the 4M writer’s forum. We are awaiting the next 
instalment. Well done Waleed.   
Y5G Harriet Knowd for her fantastic obstacle course and demonstration video. 
Y5B Tilly McCarthy for some lovely eggshell artwork and continuing to engage with tasks on the VLE. 
Y6B Harriet Kelly for her phenomenal efforts in staying in contact with all her teachers, sending the work 
she has completed daily and taking enormous care and attention in doing so. Impressive! 
Y6V Josh Martin. He has stepped up his involvement with online learning, producing a fantastic Mayan 
Temple and some silky football skills during a PE session. 
 
OUR READERS RECOMMEND 
Reception Henry C - “My favourite book is ‘Oh the places you’ll go’ by Dr Seuss because it makes me 
laugh and we can talk about where we will go once we are allowed back outside again.”  
Harry L - “My favourite book is ‘Zog’ by Julia Donaldson because I like Zog. He is exciting.”  
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Rosa P “My favourite book is 'Sparky' by Jenny Offill. I love it because it has a cute sloth in it and the girl 
tries to teach it to do tricks, but it can't because it is too slow!” 
2D- Dylan P recommends ‘The Midnight Gang’ by David Walliams. It’s about a gang of poorly children 
who get up to all kinds of adventures on a children’s ward in a London hospital. Dylan’s favourite 
character is Raj the newsagent. 
2F-Emily N recommends ‘The coat of many colours’ by Dolly Parton. She likes it because Dolly Parton's 
mummy finds a box full of rags and she made a coat of many colours for her. 
3W- Phoebe G recommends -  The story orchestra THE SLEEPING BEAUTY by Katy Flint because it 
is a musical book and plays tunes for different pages. 
3FH Lily A recommends the book ‘Evie in the jungle’ by Matt Haig because it talks about how we need 
to stop cutting down trees to save animals lives.  
4AW ‘A Room Full of Chocolate’ by Jane Elson, because it is a mix of emotions once you have read it. 
5G Isabella V recommends ‘Knights and Bikes’ by Gabrielle Kent. I like these books because they are full 
of mystery and excitement. 
5B- I like a book called ‘The Boy Who Made the World Disappear’ by Ben Miller. I like this book because 
I love the idea that you could get rid of anything you don’t like, but you have to be careful because you 
could miss the things you get rid of. I also like the book because it has loads of cliff hangers. 
Please continue to share your recommendations with your teachers. Once more this week, we have 
received some suggestions which have not been shared this week but will be in next week’s newsletter. 
If parents have any suggestions to share with us about books you are enjoying sharing with your children 
or indeed adult books, please share these via your children on the VLE or email 
office@baildonce.co.uk 
 
NATIONAL OFFER DAY 
Yesterday, 16th April was National Offer Day for Reception 2020. If you have been offered a place at 
Baildon for September, please be advised that it is possible to accept the place by email this year. Please 
remember to accept your place by 30th April.  
Those of you who were at the information sessions will know that we had dates and arrangements in 
place to support transition and we had shared these with you. At this moment in time, we are unable to 
confirm the exact arrangements for meetings and transition so we will need to contact you about these 
when things are a little clearer. 
 
WORKING AT HOME 
We are aware from teachers that lots of children have been taking this fortnight off due to the fact that it 
in essence it is the Easter holidays. It is important that children continue their studies once the real term 
starts again on Monday and teachers are looking forward to engaging with children on the VLE again.  
One of the features on the VLE is the facility for pupils to create an Avatar. We have now introduced 
these pupil Avatars and merits as a reward on the VLE. Staff will award Merits for hard work. Pupils can 
spend these on the VLE to update their Avatar. Pupils will be sent a guide about how to do this and Mr 
VDG has produced a video guide to help at home.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fJLW7rZG2G8  
Our creative challenge for next week is:  
Can you create something inside an old shoebox? Perhaps a Roman town or a Roman house? Maybe a 
habitat or a story setting e.g. a rainforest, the ocean, the desert, a tropical/desert island, in space, a zoo, a 
school etc. You could use a variety of different materials. Can you write a story about it? Or perhaps film 
yourself describing how you made it, which materials you used etc?  
Take a picture of your child’s work and upload it as a message on the VLE – sending it to Mr Van der 
Gucht, so he can share the wonderful work on Twitter. Or, alternatively, tweet it and tag the school 
@baildonce 
 
BBC ANNOUNCE DAILY PROGRAMMES 
The BBC will offer daily programmes to help parents and children with schoolwork at home during the 
lockdown. Starting on 20 April, videos, quizzes, podcasts and articles will appear on BBC Bitesize Daily 
via the BBC iPlayer, red button, BBC Four and BBC Sounds. 
Children's lessons will feature presenters including Oti Mabuse, Katie Thistleton and Karim Zeroual. 
BBC director general Tony Hall called it "the biggest education effort the BBC has ever undertaken." 
The corporation said every child in the UK would "have their education supported" and it has teamed up 
with organisations such as the Royal Shakespeare Company, Premier League and Puffin Books to keep 
the lessons fresh. The initiative will include 14 weeks of core subject learning to offer "rhythm and 
routine" for pupils "whatever your child's age". 



He said the BBC was offering six 20-minute programmes on air daily on BBC iPlayer and red button, and 
would cover core subjects including Maths, English and science, with guidance from experts and teachers. 
"Life's been turned on its head this will hopefully show people that support is there, with lessons for the 
whole day if you choose to use them," he said. 
The presenter added that the curriculum would be for years one to 10, and that for Year 10s there would 
be an Instagram live with a teacher and experts exploring questions asked by pupils. 
"The answers they'll get and the immediate effect from the teacher will be great," he said. 
Lord Hall said the "comprehensive package is something only the BBC would be able to provide" adding:  
The content will be divided into age groups and BBC Bitesize online will publish a new Maths and 
English lesson for every child every day with more subjects to follow. 
The lessons will be nation specific, and the BBC has "worked closely" with teachers plus "trusted 
education providers such as Twinkl and White Rose Maths, the Department of Education in England, the 
Welsh Government, Scottish Government and Northern Ireland Executive". 
 
RESOURCES WHICH YOU MIGHT FIND USEFUL 
It is difficult to stay up to date with the number of additional resources which are being made available 
for children to access to support their learning, but below please find links to some which you might find 
useful: 
Carol Vorderman’s The Maths Factor is free to use (requires registering) for the period that schools are 
closed. Daily maths lessons & challenges 
www.storylineonline.net  
A whole range of books being read aloud. 
The DFE has also released a wide range of resources which can be found at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources 
We are extremely conscious of the need to support the wellbeing of everyone at the moment so please 
find below a link to some of the resources which we have found to support children: 
Mindfulness for kids – ways to calm children and reduce anxiety  
https://blissfulkids.com/mindfulness-exercises-for-kids-teddy-bear-belly-breathing/ 
www.cosmickids.com for daily yoga fun. 
 
COMMUNICATION 
Thanks to everyone who continues to upload things to the VLE and stay in contact via Twitter also. Last 
week, Mr Van Der Gucht has set up a school YouTube channel which we are planning on using going 
forward for uploading some of our messages.  
As mentioned last week, when teachers are in school, they are starting to phone parents just to stay in 
touch. Thank you for the positive feedback which we have received from parents who have been called 
so far.  
 
CHILDCARE ARRANGEMENTS GOING FORWARD 
As identified recently, to help us with our planning, we are asking parents who need to use our 
Emergency Care Club to complete a survey which will be sent out weekly so that we can organise our 
staffing rotas around this. We do appreciate that many people who work shifts are subject to changes in 
shifts and some requirements may therefore need to change. In these cases, please can I ask you to 
contact the office on office@baildonce.co.uk with details of changes. Please can I ask that when parents 
drop off and collect children from Emergency Care Club that they exercise social distancing and that 
children enter and leave on their own. Once more, I can’t stress enough that this facility should only be 
used when it is absolutely necessary and that parents should aim to keep children at home as much as 
possible. 
 
A SUGGESTION  - FAMILY WISH JAR 

One of our staff has suggested that, whilst we are on this imposed lockdown, 
families may like to make a family wish jar and add things that people would like to 
do when all this is over like play in the playground, walk the beach and have an ice-
cream etc. 
 
Our school wish jar is that everyone returns safely to school soon so that we can 
continue our learning journey together! 


