
RELIGIOUS NEWS 
Monday, 4th May was National Firefighters Memorial Day so, in recognition of this, our first Collective 
Worship looked at Firefighters and gave thanks for the work that they do to keep us safe. On Tuesday, 
we explored the concept and imagery of Jesus as The Good Shepherd and read John chapter 10 which 
contains the very well -known phrase: ‘I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.’ We 
explored how, even in lockdown, we are continuing to try and live life to the full and using our talents 
which we have been given.  On Wednesday, we continued our discussions about Justice and reflected on 
the Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard.  Today, we had a special Collective Worship on VE Day and 
gave thanks for all those who fought in World War 2 and prayed for Peace across the world in these 
unsettling times. 

Message from The Diocese of Leeds - VE Day will be marked in many ways across the diocese and our 
three cathedrals will hold online events to mark the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War 
in Europe. Prayers and readings will be offered during the individual digital broadcasts and Bishop Nick is 
to provide an address for the short services on Friday, May 8. The timings of these online events are: 
Ripon Cathedral, 11am, Wakefield Cathedral, 1pm and Bradford Cathedral, 3pm 

ACHIEVER OF THE WEEK  
Congratulations to the following children who should receive their certificates by email: 
Nursery.  Sidney B for sharing lots of lovely learning from home. We have been especially impressed with 
his baking skills and his number bonds to 10!   
FS2Q Alice S for creating a fantastic Non- Fiction book about Tigers as part of the Tiger challenge.  
Well done Alice 
FS2M Harper-Rae R for working hard at home on her phonics and maths. Well done.  
Y1P Sam McH for having a positive attitude to learning at home and engaging in a wide range of 
activities.   
Y1S Zachariah J for embracing music with his family and performing different songs for us to enjoy. Well 
done Zachariah!  
Y2D Oscar T for his fantastic family tree research, which also linked to our monarchy topic. Super work 
Y2F Oliver R for a super prediction of our English text for this term.  
Y3W Isabelle K and Freya C for wholeheartedly embracing the VLE each and every week. They approach 
tasks with enthusiasm and a desire to lead their own learning. Keep it up girls!   
Y3FH Reuben M for being in the top 5 on Spelling Frame this week and for his brilliant VE inspired mug 
which he designed using Adobe Draw. Well done.   
Y4AW Francesca C for all the hard work and effort she has put in over the last few weeks. We 
cannot fault her enthusiasm! Well done!  
Y4M Christie O’B for her fantastic ‘continue a WAGOLL’ entry for our class writing competition. You 
had me on the end of my seat!  
Y5G Faith B for her excellent work on the VLE. 
Y5B Amelia H for a wide range of excellent work across the VLE. 
Y6B Zara D for taking part in the Year 6 timed maths relay this week, keeping her mental maths skills 
sharp in lockdown!  
Y6V Reece H as he has been engaging regularly with online learning and producing work of a high 
standard showcasing his knowledge and creativity. 
 
OUR READERS RECOMMEND 
Grace B sent a video book review this week on ‘The Fairground Ghost’. Grace looked through the book 
and said, ‘I like this bit because it’s super scary and this bit is so funny’. 
‘We’re Going on Safari’ written by Lauri Krebs which is from Reception’s 5-a-day book selection for this 
half term 
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Jonah A- Flat Stanley. Jonah has enjoyed finding out how Stanley became flat and how he found his 
mum’s ring that had fallen down a grate. 
Isabelle M and Neve W both recommend Mr Stink by David Walliams. They think it is really funny. 
Elliot recommends ‘13 Storey Tree House’ books by Andy Griffiths and Terry Denton. They are 
adventurous and imaginative, and he has read all 8 of them.  
Phoebe W- I’ve been reading lots recently including the Naughtiest Girl series and Malory Towers by 
Enid Blyton which both make me want to go to boarding school and get up to some tricks. I also love the 
Amelia Fang series by Laura Ellen Anderson because the vampires and yetis are always having cool 
adventures.  
Sam S recommends Beast Quest Ferno the Fire Dragon. It is about a boy called Tom who fights a beast. 
Mrs Armstrong would highly recommend ‘An Elephant in the Garden’ by Michael Morpurgo. It’s an 
action-packed story, set in Germany during World War Two. The animals in Dresden Zoo are to be killed 
because of the bombing but Elizabeth's mother, who works there, decides to save a young elephant and 
keep it in her garden.  This story made me feel sad, excited and at times I laughed out loud.  
Finley K recommends ‘The Mystery of the London Eye’ by Siobhan Dowd. I like this book because it is 
full of mystery and you will not expect what a new chapter will be like. 
I recommend ‘Skulduggery Pleasant.’  It’s a series of books with 12 titles so far. They are full of mystery 
and excitement. Edward H 
Freddie W 6V   recommends ‘A Darkness of Dragons’ by SA Patrick 
Patch Brightwater lives in a world of magic song spells, battles and dragons. He is a piper thrown into jail 
for playing a forbidden spell where he discovers the evil Piper of Hamelyn is on the loose. This is an epic 
adventure book and I couldn’t put it down!  
Oliver R recommends Diary of a 6th Grade Ninja because the book is ‘very eventful and if you like 
anything to do with ninjas, you would like it too’. He enjoyed it so much he has bought the second book 
out of an 11-part series.  
Please continue to share your recommendations with your teachers. Once more this week, we have 
received some suggestions which have not been shared this week but will be in next week’s newsletter. 
If parents have any suggestions to share with us about books you are enjoying sharing with your children 
or indeed adult books, please share these via your children on the VLE or email 
office@baildonce.co.uk 
 
SAFEGUARDING 
Thank you to all the children who completed the questionnaire which Mr Van Der Gucht sent out about 
working online. In response to the survey, he has set up a ‘worry box’ facility on the VLE which pupils 
will be able to access to post any concerns which they have. 
Following the success of the pupil questionnaire, he has now devised a parent questionnaire which he will 
send out next week.  
 
VE CELEBRATIONS 
Thank you to everyone who has responded with real enthusiasm and ingenuity to the creative challenge 
of creating bunting. We have been, once more, extremely impressed by the range of materials and 
patterns which families have created – chalk, shopping bag, material, old clothes, paper etc. We hope that 
Baildon will be fluttering in the sunshine over the weekend and celebrating this momentous event. 
Thanks also the teachers who have created a range of stimulating activities all linked to VE Day this week 
which we know have been thoroughly enjoyed by the children with some fantastic results. Well done 
everyone. 
In case you have missed exactly what is happening tomorrow across the nation: 
Schedule for Friday 8 May the 75th Anniversary of VE Day: 

 A two minutes silence at 11am 
 At 2.55pm a special video will be broadcast across our social media pages of lone pipers playing 

the lament Battle’s O’er and a piece of music specially commissioned to mark VE Day 75 
 A toast to the nation will take place at 3pm, please raise your own toast by saying the following 

words “To those who gave so much, we thank you.” 
 From 3pm a special service will be broadcast on Bradford Cathedral’s You Tube channel 

The Queen’s national address will be broadcast on BBC One at 9pm and people are being encouraged to 
join the nation in singing the Dame Vera Lynn song ‘We’ll Meet Again’ following this. 
If you are unsure of the words of this song, check out the latest Baildon Staff rendition which will go live 
on Twitter this afternoon. Once more, Mrs Armstrong has co-ordinated a number of staff to collaborate 
from a range of settings to, hopefully, bring a smile to your face! 



CREATIVE CHALLENGE  
Mrs Armstrong is very excited to announce the next creative challenge: SOARfest 2020! We are inviting 
the children to host their very own music festival in the house or garden on your chosen day over the 
next bank holiday weekend of 22nd-25th May. We hope that they will enjoy making decorations, food 
and drink, and of course getting the whole family involved in a programme of entertainment! It is also the 
perfect opportunity for all the family bands to showcase their work! Look out for the new 'Mrs 
Armstrong's music' tab in the Learn area of the VLE, where over the next few days she will be adding the 
information and resources you need to take part in Baildon C of E's first EVER virtual festival! As 
always, please share photos and videos on Twitter for us all to see! 
 
RSE POLICY 
Governors have approved the new RSE Policy to meet the statutory requirements from September 2020 
and a copy of this can be found on the school website. 
  
MOUNTING SPECULATION 
This week has seen an escalation in the number of press leaks and rumours about the ending of lockdown 
and a range of rumours about schools re-opening for all children. As stated in a previous newsletter, we 
have no more information than what is being released by the Government and we are also waiting to hear 
what Mr Johnson will say on Sunday night in relation to the re-opening of schools for all children. 
Whereas we had to act very quickly to shut the school down, please be advised that opening up the 
school for all children will take a considerable amount of time as we have a myriad of issues to think 
about and plan for. At our Governors’ meeting this week, we started to review a document on Opening 
Considerations of things which we have identified, but we were unable to make any definite plans as we 
have to wait until Sunday for the announcement. Following this, we will review our thoughts and plans 
and start to put together a strategic plan to meet requirements. Once we feel that we have sufficient 
information to share with parents, we will communicate our plan. PLEASE NOTE THAT, 
WHATEVER IS ANNOUNCED ON SUNDAY, A DETAILED PLAN WILL REQUIRE 
SIGNIFICANT PLANNING AND WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS 
IMMEDIATELY. We will share our plan once it is ready and we ask you to be patient and not contact 
us or ask teachers during their phone calls for any information. All information communicated will be 
sent by email to families at the same time.  
 
 

A prayer for VE Day 
From the Act of Commitment for Peace 

Lord God our Father, 
we pledge ourselves to serve you and all humankind, in the cause of peace, 

for the relief of want and suffering, 
and for the praise of your name. 

Guide us by your Spirit; 
give us wisdom; 
give us courage; 

give us hope; 
and keep us faithful now and always. 

Amen. 
 


