
 

Year Group Curriculum Plan 

Reception 
 

2020/2021 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Core Value Community Hope Justice Generosity and Thankfulness Courage and 

Perseverance 

Love and Respect 

RE Focus 

 
Being Special – Where do we 

belong? 

-To discuss what makes them 

special  

-To look at the differences and 

similarities of ourselves  

-To discuss our families and who 

lives in our home 

Incarnation : Why is God so 

important to Christians 

-To talk about what babies 

need and the care they 

require 

-To talk about Jesus as a 

baby and the comparison 

between past and present  

-To retell the Christmas story  

-To explore the meaning 

behind Christmas 

-Christmas ‘messy church’ 

day  

Creation : Christians 

believe God is the 

creator of the 

universe 

-To familiarise with 

the story of creation 

-To look in detail at 

the fifth day of 

creation 

-To understand the 

traditions around 

Lent, Shrove Tuesday 

and Ash Wednesday  

 

Salvation: Why do we celebrate 

Easter? 

What makes Mum special? 

-To understand the real meaning 

behind Easter  

-To retell the Easter story 

-To discuss why mothers are 

celebrated and why they are 

special 

-Easter ‘messy church’ day  

 

What makes a place 

Special  

-To investigate 

different special 

places in our homes 

and special buildings 

-Pentecost ‘messy 

church’ day   

A special book:  What 

makes the bible special  

-To explore children’s 

favourite books and 

discuss why  

-To talk about the Bible 

being a special book for 

Christians  

-To share stories from 

the Bible 

Key P4C Texts 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

5-a-day class 

readers: 

 

Bible  

P4C 

Multicultural  

Poem / Rhyme  

Traditional  

       

        

      

      

 

    

     

  

        

     

 

    

   

  

     

       

   

Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Focus 

       

-To continue to establish 

routines in school 

-To ensure the children are 

aware of how to keep safe 

during bonfire night  

-To discuss the 

importance of the 

environment and our 

impact 

-To develop ways to problem solve 

-To continue to develop ways to 

manage feelings  

-Discuss points of view and listen to 

others ideas  

-To develop an 

awareness of road 

safety 

-To consider others 

ideas and opinions  

-To develop awareness 

of water safety 

-Preparing for the 

transition to Year 1 



-To explore our feelings and 

emotions  

-To find out what makes a good 

friend 

-To settle into the routine of 

school 

-To continue to 

develop way to 

manage own 

feelings 

-Fairtrade fortnight  

-Planning new 

beginnings (year 1) 

-Explore changes  

British Values 

Focus 
Democracy 

We all have a voice  

-To express and justify my 

opinion  

-To know mine and others’ views 

count  

-To understand the importance 

of teamwork 

-To make choices and begin to 

understand and respect the 

democratic process 

 

Individual Liberty 

How do I feel? 

-To develop an awareness of 

my own needs, views and 

feelings 

-To talk about how I feel 

-To be sensitive to and 

respect the feelings of others 

Rule of Law 

Living together and getting along (The Little Red Hen) 

-To know what is right/ wrong and can apply this in my life   

-To understand the need for rules 

Mutual Respect and Tolerance 

Everyone is special 

-To know that there are similarities and 

differences between people: likes, gender, 

appearance, abilities, families, cultural 

backgrounds, etc.  

-To know that people have things in common 

but everyone is unique.  

-To identify and respect the similarities and 

differences between people. 

Core Topic  Marvellous Me!  

 

What makes me special? 

Let’s Celebrate! 

 

How do you celebrate?  

Winter Wonderland 

  

Can a polar bear 

and penguin be 

friends? 

Un-Traditional Tales  

 

Was the wolf really guilty? 

Into the Wild 

 

 Who lives in the 

woods?  

Superheroes  

Changes 

  

Do all superheroes wear 

capes? 

 
Core Texts  

 

 

      
 

      

    
 

    

 

 

  
 

    

   

   
 

    

   

  

  

 

English Focus 

 

 

 

-write own name  

-write initial letters  

-hears initial letter sounds  

-retells stories  

-write cvc words  

-write labels and captions  

-To write simple instructions  

-writing for a 

purpose, exploring 

different forms of 

writing  

-writing sentences  

-label models and 

designs  

 

-writing for a purpose, exploring 

different forms of writing  

-writing sentences  

-writing lists  

-writing instructions  

-To write a persuasive 

piece  

-To write a simple 

story  

 

 

-write a short 

newspaper report  

-write a short story  



Phonics Focus Phase 1  

-Looking at environmental 

sounds and listening games  

Phase 2 

-Introducing phase 2 phonemes  

*s a t p 

*i n m d 

*g o c k  

*e u r ck 

*h b f ff  

*l ll ss  

Phase 3  

-Introducing phase 3 

phonemes and digraphs  

-Blending and segmenting 

-Reading labels and captions 

*j v w x  

*y z zz qu 

*ch sh th ng 

*ai ee igh oa  

*oo ar or ur  

*ow oi ear  

*air ure er 

 

Phase 3  

-Reading sentences  

-Application of 

phase 2 and 3 

sounds in reading 

and writing  

Phase 3/4 

-adjacent consonants  

-reading cvcc and ccvc words  

 

  

Phase 4 

-adjacent 

consonants  

-polysyllabic words  

Phase 4  

-developing fluency, 

confidence and 

comprehension  

-preparation for phonics 

screening  

Maths Focus 

 

 

 

Getting to know you  

-To gather baseline assessments 

though play based learning 

Just like me! 

-To understand comparative 

language around size  

-To explore using simple 2D 

shapes in play 

It’s me 1, 2, 3! 

-To have a firm understanding of 

numbers 1, 2, 3 

-To develop an understanding of 

the conservation and subitising 

of numbers 

-Modelled mathematical 

language and opportunity to 

develop oracy  

 

Light and Dark  

-To have a firm understanding 

of numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5  

-To use models and imagining 

to support learning  

-To develop mathematical 

oracy. 

-To look at 2D shapes with 3 

and 4 sides 

-To begin to develop an 

understanding of addition 

and subtraction  

-Discuss one more and one 

less 

-Introduce double and half of 

each number  

 

Alive in 5! 

-To further cement 

understanding of 

numbers up to 5 

-Continuing to 

develop models and 

imaging; especially 

part-part-whole and 

tens frames  

 

Growing 6,7,8 

-Applying 

understanding of 

numbers to 5 to 

larger numbers  

-Discuss one more 

and one less 

-To develop 

understanding of 

addition and 

subtraction 

Building 9 and 10  

-To explore numbers to 10 

-To introduce the concept of tens 

and ones 

-Applying models and imagine and 

previously taught skills  

-To continue to develop 

understanding of addition and 

subtraction  

-To develop confidence with double 

and halving  

-Encourage children to confidently 

discuss their thoughts and reasoning.  

-To talk about time and money  

-To explore 3D shape  

 

 

One the move  

Superhero to 20 and 

beyond 

-To continued to 

develop tens and 

ones 

-To look at numbers 

to 20 

-To recognise, order 

and name numbers 

to 20  

-To talk about 

measures and 

comparison  

First, then, now 

-To explore numbers 

beyond 20  

-To ensure confidence 

with tens and ones  

 

Find my pattern  

-To explore patterns in 

number  

-To explore 2D and 3D 

shapes  

Understanding 

the World 

Focus: 

The World 

 

-Find out all about nocturnal 

animals 

-To find out about the transition 

of Harvest festival 

 

-To explore the celebration of 

Diwali 

-To talk about Remembrance 

Day and the impact on 

others  

  

-Explore the 

contrasts of light and 

dark 

-Explore the Arctic 

and Antarctic  

-Explore the globe  

-To explore the 

changes of state of 

water and ice  

 

-To find out about Spring animals 

-To complete "Eggs-periemts" 

-Follow the life cycle of the 

caterpillar  

-To find out about 

animals around the 

world and their 

habitats  

-To explore why 

some animals are in 

threat  

-To research ways in 

which we can help 

the world 

-Find out how 

animals camouflage   

-To plant a seed and 

care for it 

-To observe changes in 

a seed  

-To know what a plant 

needs to grow  

Understanding 

the World 

Focus: 

People and 

Communities 

 

-Find out what it means to be 

part of a school community  

-Talk about themselves and their 

family  

-Share experiences of Bonfire 

night  

-Share traditions of Christmas, 

advent and Christingle  

-To explore the traditions of 

Christmas around the world 

-To find out about 

the immediate past 

of their own family 

-To explore Baildon 

around about 

-Fairtrade Fortnight 

-Share traditions about Easter  

-Look at Easter around the world  

-Talk about our own mothers and 

why they are special  

-Share how we care 

for the planet 

-Explore other ways 

we can help the 

planet  

-Begin preparation of 

the transition into Y1 

-Talk about changes 

that we are preparing 

for  



Understanding 

the World 

Focus: Art, 

Technology, 

Food 

Technology. 

-To create their own shelters for 

animals.  

-Explore independently 

accessing resources around the 

classroom to create a desired 

effect 

-Explore independent colour 

mixing, using both powder paint 

and poster paint 

-Den building to create shelters/ 

working as a team. 

-Enjoy making a range of 

Bonfire treats; Toffee apples, 

parkin 

-Enjoy making a range of 

Christmas treats; mince pies, 

peppermint creams 

 

-Christmas crafts; making 

lanterns, Stained glass 

window biscuits, Christmas 

cards  

 

-Constructing a Christingle  

-To design and 

create a bridges for 

the gingerbread 

man to escape the 

fox 

-Make gingerbread 

men to test the 

bridge  

-Fair trade Fortnight  

-Observing the 

changes in the 

seasons 

-Pancake café 

-Easter ‘messy church’ day  

-Make Easter nests and buns  

-To complete their own observation 

drawings and paintings of Spring 

flowers  

-Easter cards  

-Create a mother’s day card 

- Easter art 

-Making 

sandwiches/planning 

a tea party for the 

tiger 

-Summer changes 

-Create a rubbish 

monster  

-To explore how we 

stop oil spreading in 

water  

-Design super heroes  

-To plan a superhero 

café  

Expressive Arts 

and Design – 

Music 

 

 

 

-Harvest songs 

-Phonics songs 

-Exploring music and discussing 

how it makes us feel  

 

-Nativity songs 

-Phonics songs 

-Exploring the sounds of 

instruments and how we can 

change them to create a 

desired effect  

-Exploring beat and 

rhythm  

-Easter songs 

-Adding sounds to stories  

-using instruments to 

retell stories  

-adding sound 

effects  

-exploring rhyme 

-Exploring rhyme  

-Creating superhero 

songs 

Focussed Artist Vincent Van Gogh 

Poppy Field 

 

 

Starry Night 

 

 
 

Sunflowers 

 

 

Understanding 

the World – 

technology 

(computing) 

- Logging on  

-Purple Mash 

-Pictures using paint 

-Autumn changes, taking 

photographs of the world 

around us  

  

-Finding out how to 

use programmable 

toys  

-Finding out how to use 

programmable toys 

 

Identify simple 

appliances in the 

home using on/off 

systems and explain 

how they are used. 

Confidently choose and 

use programmable toys. 

PE Focus 

 

 

 

Yoga 

-Joining the adventures of Tatty 

Bumpkin as the children develop 

core strength skills 

-Follow instructions  

-Listen to instructions  

-Join in with a story  

 

-To get dressed and undressed 

Independently  

 

Gymnastics  

-Find out expectations for PE in 

school 

-develop core strength  

-basic gymnastic shapes, rolls 

and methods of travelling  

-Look at the presentation  

Gymnastics  

-Find out expectations for PE 

in school 

-develop core strength  

-basic gymnastic shapes, rolls 

and methods of travelling  

-Look at the presentation 

 

 

Dance 

-To follow instructions to 

create a simple dance 

routine 

-To create their own simple 

dance routines  

-Nativity dances 

Yoga 

-Joining the 

adventures of Tatty 

Bumpkin as the 

children develop 

core strength skills 

-Follow instructions  

-Listen to instructions  

-Join in with a story  

 

 

Dance -  

Listen to familiar songs and learn 

dance routines for: 

I’m a Little Teapot’ 

Wheels on the Bus’ 

Heads, Shoulders, Knees and Toes’ 

Children will use the new routines to 

create their own dances. 

 

 

Games  
Children will: 

 Develop the ability to control a 

ball in a range of ways. 

 To develop the ability to throw 

accurately at a target. 

 To use throwing skills in a small 

sided game. 

Athletics 

- Running in 

different ways , 

navigating 

obstacles and 

jumping, 

landing safely 

- Throwing and 

catching 

 

Athletics  

-To master basic running 

skills. 

To throw objects at a 

target 

  

 

Sports day practice 

-To join in with sports 

day 

-To practise the basic 

skills  



 To be able to use a bat or racket 

to move and control an object. 

 To develop the ability catch and 

bounce a ball.   

To develop the ability to kick a ball. 
Curriculum 

Enhancement 

 

 

-Stay and Play sessions 

-School environment walks 

-Stories round the fire pit 

-Remembrance Day  

 

-Church Visit 

-Changes to the 

outdoors/ 

observations 

-Observing changing to hot/ cold 

temperatures. 

-Nell Bank -Vet visit 

-Bug houses 

Home Learning 

Opportunities 
-Autumn Pictures  -Penguin Project -  Search the home for 

appliances and 

create posters. 

-  

 

 


