
 

Curriculum Learning Guide 

Religious Education 
How Religious Education is taught at 

Baildon CE Primary? 



Curriculum Intent 
What do we want to achieve with our RE curriculum? 

 

As a Church of England school, we ensure that our RE curriculum lies at the heart of our wider curriculum planning. In our school, RE is a core 

subject, taught by class teachers, and we know that it makes a significant contribution to our children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

development. Our RE curriculum intent and implementation is in-line with all expectations outlined within the Church of England’s Statement 

of Entitlement for RE. Our curriculum is also informed by the Diocese of Leeds’ Diocesan Syllabus for RE.  

 

Within our school, RE provides learners with the opportunity to explore the commonalities and differences between and within faiths and other 

worldviews as well as developing an understanding of their own beliefs and those of others. In RE, children learn about and from religions and 

worldviews in local, national and global contexts to discover, explore and consider different answers to these questions. They learn to weigh 

up the value of wisdom from different sources, to develop and express their insights in response and to agree or disagree respectfully. RE 

enables Children to understand and explain the human values which are shared between religious and other worldviews. The RE curriculum is 

carefully designed to provide learners with the knowledge, skills and understanding they need prepare them for life and work in modern Britain 

and to show an informed and respectful attitude to religions and non-religious worldviews in their search for God and meaning. We believe 

that it is important that teachers and children understand the major contribution that the subject makes to children and young people’s 

personal development and citizenship. RE enables children to understand their place in a diverse society where people have differing ways of 

seeing and appreciating the world. Through exploration of their own beliefs and values and study of those of others, Children learn respect for 

a range of religious and cultural views and are therefore able to play an active role in developing a cohesive and compassionate society. 

 

How will this be achieved?  

 

Our RE lessons follow a curriculum that equips learners to live tolerant, respectful and balanced lives. Our programme of study provides 

learning opportunities across three core elements ‘Making sense of beliefs, ‘Understanding the impact’, and ‘Making connections’ designed 

to help Children encounter core concepts in religions and beliefs in a coherent way, developing their understanding and their ability to hold 

balanced and informed conversations about religions and beliefs.  

 

Running alongside our RE programme of study are our P4C sessions, which give opportunities to explore, clarify and if necessary challenge, 

their own and others’ values, attitudes, beliefs, rights and responsibilities. P4C sessions are often centred around a question, a quote or a 

current news item that allow for discussion and decision making. During P4C and PSHE, learners are able to build their confidence, resilience 

and self-esteem and begin to discuss and understand what influences their decisions. These experiences enable learners to recognise, accept 

and shape their identities, learners’ ability to understand and accommodate difference and change, manage emotions and communicate 

constructively with each other. Learners are taught to celebrate difference and understand the importance of tolerance to different groups. 

The teaching of our Christian and British Values run as a golden thread through everyday teaching, allowing learners to develop positive 

personal attributes such as resilience, self-confidence, self-esteem, and empathy. 

 



Across our school, knowledge and understanding of RE will be gained through the exploration of ‘deep questions’ which will enable Children 

to develop skills of enquiry and critical thinking. Each topic will begin with a question and each session will also have a relevant question 

posed to encourage deep thinking. 

 

Within Reception, in RE our learners focus on Christianity as the main faith, but involve other world faiths during topics such as ‘Celebrations’. 

They use the Understanding Christianity document to plan a series of creative sessions that encourage the children to think about key 

concepts and stories from within the Christian faith. There is an RE session on a weekly basis, which the children then continue to expand on in 

various areas of provision across the week. A big book is used to record learning each session.  

 

As learners move into KS1 and KS2, they follow a programme of study that builds upon prior learning, focusing on the three core elements: 

‘Making sense of beliefs, ‘Understanding the impact’, and ‘Making connections’. Planning is taken from both the Understanding Christianity 

scheme and the Diocesan Syllabus, enabling learners to access the ‘deep question’ themes expressed in the Bradford Agreed Syllabus. Work 

is recorded in a class big book throughout the school. Any assessments are recorded in a separate RE assessment book which travels with the 

child onto their next class, gathering all assessments over their time at Baildon CE Primary School.  

 

Our assessment of RE is robust as we use progression statements for each year group, which teachers use to assess learners against. The end of 

each RE unit has an ‘End of unit log’ which gives learners feedback on the objectives which they have achieved and those which they need 

to work on during their next RE unit. This objective then becomes an area of focus for their next unit of work. 

 

 

How we support SEND children within our RE Curriculum 

 

Using the EEF’s guidance report on Special Educational Needs in Mainstream School, we have thought carefully about how to develop our 

provision across each subject. This will enable us to support all children in our curriculum and ensure every child can access our broad and 

balanced curriculum. Five strategies that were highlighted in the report which are embedded at Baildon CE are: scaffolding; explicit 

instruction; cognitive and metacognitive strategies; flexible grouping; and use technology. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Disadvantaged Learners (PP) 

 

We provide an inclusive and exciting curriculum for all learners, which enables them both to flourish and to soar. Our curriculum is carefully 

designed to meet the needs of all learners, including those who may face additional barriers.  

 

Our school is renowned locally for the breadth of our extra-curricular programme and we carefully track the engagement of children who 

may face additional barriers in this provision. Where possible, we work with families to address any barriers (financial, or otherwise) which may 

be preventing them from accessing activities of choice. 

 

Learners for whom we receive additional funding are supported through termly ‘Pupil Premium Champion’ meetings with their class teacher. 

These individual meetings facilitate and promote a rich dialogue between children and adults and provide an opportunity both for reflection 

on what has gone before and to inspire hopes and ambitions for the future. The progress of learners in receipt of additional funding is also 

closely monitored through our Individual Pupil Premium Plans. 

 

Opportunities for Spiritual Development within RE 

 
By its very nature, RE is a subject which is inherently spiritual. Opportunities are provided through music and Art, amongst others for children to 

be immersed in spirituality, helping them make sense of the world in which they live. Children learn about religion and how it shapes the world 

and are given opportunities in the classroom and outdoor environment to experience spirituality and deepen their own beliefs.  Learning about 

RE through artefacts, films, visitors, art and music allow the children to express their own values and opinions in a safe environment. Our diverse, 

inclusive curriculum allows children to learn about religion, while giving them the freedom to express who they are and what they believe through 

drama, P4C, art and writing. Reflection time is built into the school day, with reflection areas in classrooms, which encompass our Christian 

Values. These allow the children to have time to reflect on learning, across the curriculum and make links between different faiths and beliefs 

and their own developing opinions.  

 

Spiritual Windows: The opportunity to experience awe and wonder in response to religious texts, art and music. 

Spiritual Mirrors: The opportunity to reflect upon and explore how religious stories, art and music makes you feel as an individual. 

Spiritul Doors: The opportunity to respond creatively to religious stories, art and music. 

 

Opportunities to celebrate Diversity within RE 

 

We are incredibly proud of our diverse and inclusive RE curriculum. Learners are given the opportunity to learn how religion helps shape the 

world and makes the diverse community within which we live. Pupils learn about world religions, including Christianity, Hinduism, Judaism and 

Islam progressively throughout their journey through school. They learn to respect different faiths and their beliefs, so that diversity is valued and 

celebrated. 
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The seven-step metacognitive planning model 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Typical unit structure for RE 

Activating prior 

knowledge 

Unit: Begin by revising key vocabulary from previous units (including previous years) 

which will support learners in succeeding in the current unit of work 

Lesson: Each lesson to begin by spiralling key vocabulary from previous lessons. What 

do they already know (including work from previous units) to ensure that this transfers 

to long term memory. 

Explicit 

instruction 

Unit: Introduction of a new theme, e.g. The Trinity. Exposure to a small amount of key 

vocabulary for the unit, teacher led. Use of cover page that outlines the content of the 

unit. 

Modelling Unit: Teacher models their ideas, what an image symbolises, recapping prior 

vocabulary. Uses new vocabulary to record ideas. “This is what I would do.” Reminding 

that this is what Christians believe. 

Memorisation Unit: Throughout the until, learners will be supported in knowing more and 

remembering more within the context for the new content / religion / build on prior 

learning, use of the Big Book to help children memorise key facts. 

Guided 

practice 

Unit: Learners are guided through a task(s), which enables them to practise the new 

skills being taught. In the context of RE, this could include using key vocabulary, use of 

word banks, images, Bible texts to show understanding. 

Independent 

practice 

Unit: Learners to complete the ‘end point’ for the unit independently, with appropriate 

scaffolding in place for SEND learners as required. In the context of the RE example, 

this would include creating their own Trinity art work that reflects their understanding of 

God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 

Structured 

reflection 

Unit: Learners are supported in reflecting on the progress made throughout the unit 

and their success / next steps. The reflection will be heavily structured, as it will be 

based on the Learning Journey Plan shared with children at the beginning of the unit. 

The reflection will also be structured around SOAR, with learners considering their 

achievements, alongside where they may need support and any opportunities they 

may need for further practice. 

Teachers will give detailed feedback at this point in the unit and will use their findings 

to inform CFUs for the next lesson. These will take place before learners move onto their 

new unit. Any remaining CFUs should be addressed as spirals in the new unit. 



 RE Long Term Plan  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery 

Christianity 

Introduction to the Bible The Nativity Other World 

Faiths 

The Easter Story The Creation Noah’s Ark 

 

RECEPTION 

Christianity 

F4 Being special, where do 

we belong? 

F2 Why do 

Christians 

perform nativity 

plays at 

Christmas? 

F1 Why is the 

word God so 

important to 

Christians? 

F3 Why do 

Christians put a 

cross in the 

Easter garden? 

F5 Which places 

are special & 

why? 

F6 Which stories are 

special and why? 

 

YEAR 1 

Christianity, 

Judaism 

God:  

What do Christians believe 

God is like? 

Incarnation 

Why does 

Christmas 

matter to 

Christians? 

1:6 Who is 

Jewish and how 

do they live? 

Salvation 

1.5 Why does 

Easter matter 

to Christians? 

Creation 

1.9 What makes 

some places 

sacred to 

believers? 

 

Gospel:  

What is the ‘good 

news’ Christians 

believe Jesus 

brings? 

YEAR 2 

Christianity, 

Islam 

 

1:8 Who am I? What does 

it mean to belong? 

Incarnation:  

Why does 

Christmas 

matter to 

Christians? 

Digging Deeper 

1:7 Who is a 

Muslim and 

what do they 

believe? 

Salvation:  

Why does 

Easter matter 

to Christians? 

Creation:  

Who do 

Christians say 

made the world? 

Digging Deeper 

Gospel:  

What is the ‘good 

news’ Christians 

believe Jesus 

brings? 

Digging Deeper 

Year 3 

Christianity 

Hinduism 

Creation/Fall: 

What do Christians learn 

from the Creation story? 

L2.9 What are 

the deeper 

meanings of 

festivals? 

L2.7 What does 

it mean to be a 

Hindu in Britain 

today? 

Salvation: Why 

do Christians 

call the day 

Jesus died 

‘Good Friday?’ 

Gospel: What 

kind of world did 

Jesus want? 

L2.3 Incarnation: 

What is the Trinity? 



 

YEAR 4 

Christianity, 

Sikhism 

People of God:  

What is it like to follow 

God? 

Incarnation: 

What is the 

Trinity? 

L2.8 What does 

it mean to be a 

Sikh in Britain 

today? 

L2.5 Salvation 

Why do 

Christians call 

the day Jesus 

died Good 

Friday? 

(Digging 

Deeper) 

L2.10 How and 

why do believers 

show their 

commitments 

during the 

journey of life? 

Kingdom of God: 

When Jesus left, 

what next? 

 

YEAR 5 

Christianity, 

Islam 

God:  

What does it mean if God 

is holy and loving? 

U2.4 

Incarnation: 

Was Jesus the 

Messiah? 

U2.9 What does 

it mean for a 

Muslims to 

follow God? 

 

Salvation: 

What 

difference 

does the 

resurrection 

make for 

Christians? 

People of God: 

How can 

following God 

bring freedom 

and justice? 

Gospel: 

What would Jesus 

do to save human 

beings? 

 

YEAR 6 

Christianity,  

Judaism 

 

 

Creation: Creation and 

Science: conflicting or 

complimentary? 

Incarnation: 

Was Jesus the 

Messiah? 

U2.10 

What does it 

mean for a 

Jewish person 

to follow God? 

Salvation: What 

difference 

does the 

resurrection 

make to 

Christians? 

Gospel: 

What would 

Jesus do? 

Kingdom of God: 

What kind of   King is 

Jesus? 

 

 

 

 


